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The university has an
enterprising plan to stamp its
mark as an innovative urban
space to stand the test of time

BY ROBYN MOLLOY

urtin University is
undergoing a major
rewamp that will
cast it notonly as
an innovative university, but a
significant landmark in Perth's
south eastern suburbs.
S0 ambitiouws is the
plan — called Greater Curtin —
that Project General Manager
Tim Urguhare puts it up there with
the likes of Bostan, Cambridge
and Ouford universities.
"These models have stood
the test of time. You go wo any of
those places and you don't know
where the university starts and
soops, you're actually just in the
middle of that beautiful village or
urban environment,” he says.
“That's ideally what Curtin will
become, soit's not just a campus
— it's a place for the community.
| Like ta think it is absolutely
about creating 8 new piece
of the Perth city, a wery urban
environment. ldeally, | see it
as potentially the new urban
heart of Bentley. lvwill be
very exciting”
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Srage 1 of Greaver Curtin is
undersay. It will see ha on the
northern part of the campus
wransformed inte an urbanised
and integrated precinct. Knawn
as a Superlot, it might be a small
pare of the 114-hectare campus,
but with an end value of up ta
S500m, ipwill pack a lot in.

Accormmedation for up o
2000 students, & serviced
aparoment-style hatel with more
than 50 rooms, 5000sqm of recail
space, 8 new academic building.
faculty headquarters and car
parking. This is in addition ta
a bus interchange and public
spaces, which will form part of
the development, but fall outside
the project area.

Camparing it with Elizabeth
Quay, Kings Square and
\Waterbank in East Perth,
Urquhart says the precinct-
based development is seeking a
consartium to raise the finance,
create the development value,
undertzke the construction,
manage the asset and, in part,
operate some of the buildings
as stedent accommaodation.

It’s the first time the wniversity

has outsourced to a third party
rather than completing the works
in-house.

Proponents have been
shortlisted and are a combination
of local, national and
international firms with offices in
Australia. Ninety per cent of them
have representation in WA,

Urguhare says procurement
should be finalised by the end
of the year, with a deal to be
ewecuted by early next year and
construction set vo begin in the
latter months of 2018,

Constrection should then maove
at a cracking pace with 75 per
cent of construction delivered
within 12 months. Stedents are
eager, with immediate demand
for 900 student beds.

“Subsequent ta that, the ather
25 per cent would flow,” he said.

It comes on the back of
more tham 5100m worth of
canstruction completed in
2016, including the five-storey
Cuwrtin Medical School — built by
Ceorgiou — and the three-storey
Agriculiure Research Facility,
buite by Doric.

“Greater Curtin Stage 1 is

about how we are procuring
private sector participation o
dewvelop, fund, construct and
operate the Stage 1 location up in
the northern part of the precinct
That will bring third party finance
o the table,” he says.

“As always we are looking
fior businesses who may
have a stronger desire to be
involved with the universiny. Faor
example, we have a very strong
relationship with Cisco and we
hawe the Internet of Everything
innovation Centre, which is a
collaborative business space.

“There is great opportunity
if you have good ideas butit is
about coming to the table and
being prepared to risk your
tirme as well. It's not just about
the wniversity paying for that
because you'll get the benefits
of co-branding. I'm happy to
have pecple come to the table,
but they have to be prepared
stump ugp, Like we do.”

Urguhart says Greater Curtin
will eventually see the entire
campus transformed, but how
quickly that happens will
depend of the varables, like the

The 549m Curtin Medical school was opened by then Premier Colin Barnett in February. Phove; Douglas Marcus Black

passibility of lght rail.

"Greater Curtin is abour the
revitalisation of the whaole
Campus, 50 It's not just new
development, obviously within
the existing buildings some
of thern are coming to the
end of their life so they'll be
retired and either redeveloped
or re-imagined in some other
farm,” he says.

"Stage 1 ks specifically new
development It is just that 3ha
is warth half a biltion dellars. It's
noat an insignificant quantum, but
there could be further stages that
redl aut directly adjacent to Stage
1, which haven't been called
Stage 2 yer, depending on how
that works.*

Accommodation will also be
offered on campus rather than on
the periphery of the university.

"This is really about how
we bring that accommodation
rightinto the middle of the
campus, and have it together
with teaching and research. It
becames an urbanized plece of
Campus.

"We're rying to create those
real attractive vibrant urban

places underpinned by university
but broader appeal in terms of
wihat they provide for people in
South Perth and Bentley.”

He says the area is
underserviced for short-term
accommaodation.

‘Most people tend to stay
in the CBD. I will be guite
madest, it's not like we are
tzlking hundreds of rooms, it
might be 50-plus rooms, but it
15 hotel style.”

Urquhart said the campus
will be highly-urbanised by
2031 as it adapts to the changing
face of education and what
STUdEnTs wWani

“Previously it was all sbour
the course. These days its all
about the student experience;
how they're interacting,
whar are future employment
opporunities, how are they
business ready, how are they
collzbarating with creative
thinkers — all those sarts of
things are how universities are
trying o put themselves in a
place for the 215t Centuny.

*Curtin Universivy is the
bigpest employver in Perth with

4000 people. |t has aboura S1b
[UTNOVEF PEF 2Nnum, Coverng
teaching. research, education and
professional services.

Wi via Perth CBD.

“If light rail comes back on
the agendz we have been furure
procfed arcund that, and have

THE GAMPUS WILL BE
HIGHLY-URBANISED BY 2031

AS ITADAPTS TO THE GHANGING
FAGE OF EDUGATION

“Tertary education is the
third biggest sector in the
Australian economy so that in
its own right says it's hugely
important in terms of what it
generaies and the employment
opportunities it creates.”

Light rail would be a boon for
development, Urquhart says.

Progress of the entire Greater
Curtin plan would kit top speed
should light rail re-emerge as a
Srate priofty.

The previeusly proposed
'‘knowledge arc’ would link Curtin
University to the University of

designed for the light rail corridor
and we have the land where the
rolling stock can actuzlly position
itself owvernight, so that is there for
the knowledge an,” he says.

“That would be & game changer
in its own right if thar came to
fruition in the next 10 years.

“ltis about the accessibility.
ALl of 2 sedden it becomes easier,
and from & commercial point of
wiew it becomes maore attractive
with that form of public ransport,
so there is a much greater
desirability for businesses o ser
up in these locations.” W
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The long-awaited rebirth of Scarborough will breathe new life into an

LIFE'SA -

¥

ageing and under-utilised Perth precinct

BY TONY BARRASS

t's been 60 years since those

wild and crazy kids stomped

their summers away at the

legendary Snake Pit, buta
new energy has again engulfed
Scarborough as it evolves from
tired seaside suburb to world-
class tourism precince.

A 5100 miltion beachfront
revitalisation is mow in full swing,
with constrection on a range of
new features set 1o ransform
this iconic beach into one of
Australia’s favourite beachfront
destinations.

By early 2018, Scarborough
Beach will boast an engaging
coastal hub that showcases
people-friendly boulevards,

a new surf life-saving club, a
skate park, playground areas
and public open spaces that will
stretch from Brighton Road in
the south to the northern tip of
Scarbarough Beach.

The redevelopment will be
fimished in time for Scarborough
o once again host "The Aussies”,
the 2018 Australian Swrf Life
Saving championships.

The driver for change has
been a strong vision led by the
State Government and the City

SAWRWBEEE AUTUMN 2017

of Stirling. Having successfully
completed the forward works
contract in 2016, one of WA's
most respected builders, the
Georghou Group, has been
recently appointed as Head
Contracrer for the project.

Construction Manager Tony
kicciardello said the company
was eagerly embracing the
complexities and "unique
challenges” the project
presented.

“Some of the challenges we
face on this project surround
working in coaseal condidons,
endertaking major roadwaorks
and construction in a constrained
and high traffic environment and
working with owr stakeholders to
achieve integrated outcomes,” he
told WA Works.

*However, these are challenges
wie've faced befare on the
Elizabeth Quay Forward Works
project and challenges that we
have successfully overcame.

“In termis of delivery, we will
be simultaneously delivering
a split-level promenade,
integrating facilities and services
into these levels and upgrading
all roads, footpaths and walkways
to imprave access between the
beachfront and the beach.”

Talking from Georgiou's
Osborme Park office, Riccizrdello
said that while he believed the
redeveloprment would eventuzlly
“look fantastic”, he was especially
anticipating the “intergenerational
plaza”, which would be a key
aspect of the project.

Scarborough — not just the
beachfront — and how they
wigwed the futere of this iconic
beach. MEAs final Master Plan
proposes four new destinations
fiar the beachfront set around
the existing amphitheatre;
Scarborough Square, Sunset

BY EARLY 2018, SGARBOROUGH
BEAGH WILL BOAST AN
ENGAGING COASTAL HUB

“I think that's what they'll
judge us on,” he said. "l am also
lpoking forward to seeing the
custam arbor design brought
to life. These structures ane
sure 1o become a focal point of
Scarborough, welcoming visitors
to the beachfront and providing
respite from the sun.”

The project has had
unprecedented public input.
Mare than 3000 community
members ook partin an anline
survey by the Metropolitan
Redevelopment Authaority (MRA]
abour whar they wanted far

Hill, Scarborough Clock Tower
and the Beach Hub. Sunset Hill
opened in late 2016 and guickly
become a popular vantage point
for locals. The master plan has
aleo taken into consideration
fssues such as building setbacks,
parking capaciry and pedestrian
movements and sets a basis

fior future development and
nvestiment.

Scarborough Square will be at
the heart of the beachfront with
& pedestrian-friendly, piazza
aumesphere boasting a mix of
beachfront cafes, shops, bars

and markets protected from the
prevailing sou'westerly winds.

"We are working at the
moment o Construct the new
transit hub and Scarborough
Square which will provide an
improved entry to Scarborough,”
Ricciardello sald. “lvis a complex
part of the construction program
and ane of the major pleces of
woark we need to complete so
our aim is to make sure these
works are completed a=s quickly
and safely as possible o reapen
this area and deliver part of the
new Scarborough for the local
Com runitg.”

Ricciardello said Sunser Hill,
which was creaved during the
forward works contrace, has
quickly been embraced by the
local community, with beach-
goers already sunbaking an the
elevared lush green grass thar
flows down to the beach.

"When we created Sunset
Hill we left two areas
unlandscaped which has been
a poine of great curiosity. Over
the coming months, we will
com plete construction of the
imrergenerational plaza wo the
south, between the amphitheatre
and Sunset Hill, and a striking
children's playground to the

Tony Ricclardello, left, onsite at Scarborough. The
redevelopment of the beachfront is well underway
and due for completion by early next year.

north. Those gaps will saon
make sense and will be & strong
drawcard, particularly for young
families.”

The Beach Hub is the
redevelopment showpiece. It
is here the Scarborough Surf
Life Saving Club and the City of
Srirling's beach services will have
their new home.

Locared alongside the city’s
526m public swimming pool with
a flagship restzurant and bespoke
bars, this will be the hero piece of
the project piece de resistance.

The essence of Scarborough
and its Fich history of summer
nights, swrf, sand and fun will be
celebrared and given new Life
through the revitalisation project
currently undernwvay.

Ricciardello said it was a
great pleasuwre for Georglou
Group to under@ken such
visionary prejects and be part
of the transformarion as it
unfolds.

“These projects are inherent
with challenges; but full of
possibiling — peaple love visiting
Scarborough and want new
reasons to come back, and we
ook forward 1o providing a new
Scarborough that will be sure
to enrice.” W

JOHN GEQRGIOU

CED, Georgiou Group

In the past 12 months, WA has
been riding a wawve of economic
uncertainty.

While many saw the mining
boom peel away, other
companies could never imagine
the wider impact it would have
on their business. In the past
sii months, a number of
leng-standing contractors,
buitders and sub-contracors
have gone into administration
for a variety of reasons.

50 how do other companies
avoid the same bleak future?

Geargiow has diversified its
business over the last 10 years,
which included regional and
sector diversification.

In this period, we established
our Engineering, Building,
Queensland and NSW business
units. Adding new terrliiories
does not come easy — long-
term trust and relationships
only come with time and
consistent delivery of promises.

During this pertod, we alse.
grew our resources and oil and
gas client base.

The same t.ur.lbesd.-dﬁr

-our precast business. After

establishing Geocrete in the
early 1990s, the focus was on

- standard drainage products.

Today, our precast business is
wying to become a substantial
producer of Tee-Roff bridge
beams in Australla after
recently picking up various Main
Roads WA-related projects.
What advice da | have to
business looking to diversify to

‘ensure thelr success?

Knaw your elient’s drivers:
we've grown natlonally
thanks to our longstanding
relationships with ctients.

People Development: retain
and bring anboard the best
people in the indusury with a
diverse shillsat to help your
business grow.

Business Planning: this
process is integral to the future

- sugcess of any company.

At the end of the day, know
your markets, yhur:ﬁenlsamt
your people. N

These three elements make
up a strong foundation for
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